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2008 very positive for big buses, but not for coaches 
· Positive trend for big buses held through to Q4 2008 led by double-deckers
· Large coaches saw a big fall in 2008, but total still above 2000–2005 average
· Significant structural and spending shifts in bus and coach demand since 2003
“December’s data registrations raised a note of caution over the recent strong growth in double-deck bus registrations”, said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  “The trend held for most of the year and growth hit 122% after demand had reached an atypically low level in 2007.  Big bus demand will be hit by the abrupt recession but may prove more resilient than coach demand has been.  Given stable funding and passenger numbers, the growing use of buses in urban and remote rural areas should support the market”.

Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2003 to December 2008
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Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight and type.
Notes:

At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 17% since 1997.

Each vehicle made in Britain requires half the energy to produce than it did just five years ago, saving an estimated 700,000 tonnes of CO2 a year. Total combined waste to landfill down by more than half, from 80,399 tonnes in 2000 to 39,862 tonnes in 2006.  For more details, download SMMT's ninth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT web site www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
December 2008 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2008

	
	Dec
	% change*
	2008
	% change*
	Q4 2008
	% change*

	Total bus and coach
	602
	- 34.5%
	10,443
	- 14.7%
	2,079
	- 25.8%

	Buses above 8.5t
	236
	- 12.3%
	3,179
	32.6%
	794
	34.8%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	47
	- 82.3%
	1,535
	- 61.4%
	179
	- 79.9%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	295
	- 15.7%
	4,789
	1.3%
	1,035
	- 9.8%

	8.5 – 16t
	127
	 - 0.8%
	1,163
	5.7%
	344
	42.1%

	16t +
	33
	32.0%
	693
	- 1.0%
	123
	- 1.6%

	Single-deck buses total
	502
	- 34.6%
	8,180
	- 22.1%
	1,681
	- 30.1%

	16t+ double-deck bus
	76
	- 34.5%
	1,323
	121.6%
	327
	47.3%

	All buses
	578
	- 34.6%
	9,503
	- 14.4%
	2,008
	- 23.6%

	All coaches
	24
	- 31.6%
	940
	- 17.8%
	71
	- 59.4%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	1
	0%
	87
	- 14.7%
	4
	- 66.7%

	Coaches 16t+
	23
	- 32.4%
	853
	- 18.1%
	67
	- 58.9%


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes are on the same period a year before
Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from December 2003 to 2008
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SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS – 

Bus and coach report NR3B&C
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